
Watch Journal
Featuring: The Hublot Big Bang Unico Perpetual Calendar Sapphire.

Also: A Tour de France–Worthy Timepiece Inspired by Formula One. 
Get Schooled by Patek Philippe.   

Top Ski Resorts Around the World. Ice Ice Baby.
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T
h

ere’s n
o

 argu
in

g th
at C

h
an

el is a 
n

ew
co

m
er to

 th
e h

au
te h

o
rlo

gerie 
b

lo
ck

. In
 an

 in
d

u
stry th

at m
easu

res 
legacies in

 cen
turies, C

h
an

el laun
ch

ed
 

its ¿rst w
atch a m

ere �� years ago. %ut 
the com

m
itm

ent to the categoryħ
bol-

stered
 b

y co
llab

o
ratio

n
s w

ith
 in

d
ep

en-
d

en
t w

atch
m

ak
er R

o
m

ain
 G

au
th

ier 
an

d
 o

w
n

ersh
ip

 o
f w

atch
 assem

b
ly 

com
pany C

hktelainħ
has helped it 

q
uick

ly gain
 o

n
 th

e o
ld

 guard
. C

h
an

el’s 
m

ix o
f tech

n
ical exp

ertise an
d

 its 
seem

in
gly en

d
less arch

ive cram
m

ed
 

w
ith

 P
arisien

n
e elegan

ce m
ak

es fo
r 

a fo
rm

id
ab

le co
m

b
in

atio
n

.
T

h
e jew

elry w
atch

 C
o

d
e C

o
co

 is a 
case in

 p
o

in
t. It b

o
rro

w
s d

esign
 ele-

m
en

ts fro
m

 o
n

e o
f C

h
an

el’s ico
n

ic 
h

an
d

b
ags, th

e 2.55, an
d

 featu
res crisp

, 
so

p
h

isticate
d

 e
n

g
in

e
e

rin
g

. S
in

ce 
d

eb
u

tin
g in

 F
eb

ru
ary o

f 19
55, th

e 2.55 
has had a bar-shaped closure called 
th

e M
ad

em
o

iselle L
o

ck
, a m

o
n

ik
er 

thatħ
according to loreħ

referred to 
C

o
co

 C
h

an
el’s p

eren
n

ially u
n

m
arried

 
status Īor perhaps her alleged habit of 

secreting love notes in her handbagī. 
T

h
e sam

e lo
ck

 serves as a clo
su

re 
for the Tuart]-pow

ered C
ode C

oco. 
It click

s in
to

 tw
o

 p
o

sitio
n

s: W
h

en
 

h
o

rizo
n

tal, th
e b

lack
 lacq

u
ered

 d
ial, 

w
hich m

easures ��.� by ��.� m
m

, is 
fu

lly visib
le. W

h
en

 th
e lo

ck
 sw

ivels 
in

to
 a vertical o

rien
tatio

n
, it co

n
ceals 

th
e w

atch
’s h

an
d

s, o
b

scu
rin

g th
e p

as-
sage of tim

e. ,t¶s a ¿tting gesture from
 

a b
ran

d
 w

h
o

se fo
u

n
d

er d
eclared

, “I 
d

o
n

’t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 b
e an

yw
h

ere b
u

t 
in

 th
e p

resen
t.”

H
ouse Proud

W
ith runw

ay references and an em
phasis on 

crafting in-house m
ovem

ents, C
hanel fuses high 

fashion and w
atchm

aking artistry.

By Tanya D
ukes

Photos by D
oug Young
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T
he C

ode C
oco¶s Àexible stainless-

steel bracelet unfurls from
 a bangle 

to a flat position once opened. A
 

grid pattern that evokes the Tuilted 
leather exterior of the �.�� decorates 
the polished m

etalħ
even the faintest 

m
ovem

ent scatters light across its 
textured surface. A

nother degree of 
glit] com

es from
 diam

ond accents. 
6tainless-steel m

odels include a single 
diam

ond on their dials and be]els 
w

ith or w
ithout diam

onds. A
 version 

in w
hite gold, com

pletely covered in 
diam

onds, is available tooħ
but in a 

lim
ited edition of ¿ve, C

hanel¶s lucky 
num

ber and the num
eral associated 

w
ith a certain fam

ous perfum
e.

OPENING : The Chanel Code 
watch and the bag that in-
spired it.  
FROM TOP: Chanel essentials. 
Coco Chanel in 1937. OP-
POSITE: Michael Kanners Red 
Wine Dress Set and Rough 
Diamond cuff links. 

PHOTO: (BOTTOM) LIPNITZKI, COURTESY OF CHANEL.
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T
h

e m
o

d
ern

 m
an

 h
as ab

o
u

t as m
u

ch
 

need for cuff links as he does for, w
ell, 

a w
atch. ,f you need the tim

e, you can 
consult your phone. ,f you need to 
keep your sleeves together, consider 
the button. A

nd yet.«
 

:
earing cuff links, like w

earing a 
w

atch, signi¿es not Must a rich under-
standing of history on behalf of the 
w

earer, but also an appreciation for 
craftsm

anship, for taste, and for the 
eternal notion that w

hat¶s practical 
isn¶t alw

ays w
hat¶s stylish, and w

hat¶s 
convenient isn¶t alw

ays w
hat¶s right. 

,t also dem
onstrates a m

ore forw
ard-

looking kind of aspiration� C
uff links, 

like w
atches, are the kinds of things 

that get passed dow
n from

 generation 
to generation. T

o w
ear either, or even 

both, is to connect yourself to both 
your past and your future.

Few
 m

en understand this better 
than M

ichael .
anners. A

 third-gen-
eration Mew

eler, he received his ¿rst 
pair of cuff links from

 his grandfather 
Īa sim

ple gold pair he still ow
nsī, and 

w
ent on to create som

e of the m
ost 

intricately crafted and exTuisitely 
designed ones on the m

arket. H
e 

learned his art collecting and selling 
vintage links, before he began m

aking 
his ow

n, �� years ago. ,t w
as a deci-

sion born of necessity. ³C
ustom

ers 
w

ere looking for vintage cuff links, 
but , could never ¿nd enough,´ he 
says. ³, had to m

ake them
 because 

there aren¶t enough around to keep 
everybody happy.´

T
he telltale sign of a M

ichael 
.

anners cuff link is a uniTue m
arriage 

of ¿rst-rate m
aterials w

ith ¿rst-class 
w

him
sy. T

ake his ¿rst pair� theatrical 
m

asks m
ade from

 ¿ne coral. ĪH
e still 

has them
 and, w

e regret to inform
, 

intends to keep them
.ī T

hen there 
are his later designs� A

 polar bear 
w

ith a paw
 backing. A

n incredibly 
detailed dogħ

w
earing a fedora. A

 
diam

ond crow
n atop a coral frog. 

6uffice it to say, few
 designers, if 

anyħ
and certainly not those at the 

big-brand Mew
elersħ

are m
aking such 

painstaking and original designs today, 
and certainly not to such exacting 
standards of Tuality. 

:
here does he get his ideas" 6om

e 
are com

m
issioned by his custom

ers. 
6om

e are inspired by vintage links. 

A
nd then som

e Must com
e to him

. 
³T

here are certain obvious ones that 
appeal to the collector¶s m

entality� 
vintage cars, boats, dogsħ

things 
w

here there¶s a lot of variety,´ he 
says. ³T

here are som
e cars ,¶ve done 

that , think are Must fantastic, because 
of the com

binations of stones, w
here 

every detail is represented by a dif-
ferent stone.´

O
nce he has an idea, he sits w

ith 
a stone cutterħ

som
e of w

hom
 he¶s 

w
orked w

ith for his entire ��-year 
runħ

in ,taly or *
erm

any and does 
som

e sketching. T
hey¶ll see w

hat 
stones are available, w

ith a particular 
eye for ones w

ith a strong color vari-
ety. H

e¶ll sketch his designs directly 
onto the stones, estim

ate the tim
e 

and cost involved, and then cut them
 

to his ow
n very precise m

easure-
m

ents. ĪH
is experience has given him

 
a strong sense of w

hat his custom
ers 

w
ill likeħ

w
hat he calls ³the sw

eet 
spot´ betw

een too big and too sm
all.ī 

%ecause each pair is handcrafted, no 
tw

o sets of cuff links are ever exactly 
alike. ħ

P
aul L

. U
nderw

ood

LIN
K

ED
 IN

W
hy the w

orld’s m
ost 

discerning w
rists w

ear cuff 
links from

 M
ichael K

anners.

PHOTO: (BOTTOM) LIPNITZKI, COURTESY OF CHANEL.
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